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ABOUT GOD 'S WORD
FOR WARRIORS

 

Our Mission

Biblically centered 
Faithfully serving 
Compassionate healing 
Scholarly stewardship

Our Values
We are an organization
committed to serving the
spiritually wounded, emotionally
distressed and broken-hearted by
providing peer-based discipleship
through a series of faith-based
courses, programs, and events.



PROGRAM  ROOTS
The Tennessean, a newspaper based in Nashville, TN, reported in April 2016 that the 
Pentagon stated 265 active-duty service-members committed suicide in 2015. This 
upward trend has continued as suicide rates among military men and women are 
reported annually. 

In a classroom at Lipscomb University in 2016, Dr. Tom Seals was conducting a Faith 
and Culture class titled God's Word For Warriors. The accredited 3-hour college course 
was derived from Dr. Seals book, God's Word For Warriors; Returning Home Following 
Deployment. As part of a class writing assignment a student wrote: "I was always the one 
to help others with their struggles. But, I had no help in my struggle with depression and 
thoughts of suicide."

Two years later, according to the 2018 Department of Defense Annual Suicide Report, the 
number had risen to 325, equaling 22 suicides per 100,000service members. In 2019, 498 
service members died by suicide.

Suicides per Service in 2018

 Army: 139 for a rate of 29.5      Marine Corps Reserve: 19 
 Navy Reserve: 11      Navy: 68, for a rate of 18.5
 Air Force: 60, for a rate of 18.5      Air Force Reserve: 3
 Marine Corps: 58, for a rate of 31.4      Army Reserve: 48, for a rate of 25.3
 Army National Guard: 118, for a rate of 35.3  Air National Guard: 17

Additionally, the National VA Suicide Prevention Report states that since 2005,(1) 
veteran suicides have increased 6.1% and average between 17 to 20 per day, making it 
vividly obvious that action steps need to be taken to determine and address the root of 
the problem and go well beyond simple awareness. 
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SCHOLASTIC
BEGINNING



POST-911
VETERANS
Those who have served in our nations longest war
are now entering campuses in larger numbers and
facing unique challenges.
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Many historians would argue that the original GI Bill, the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944, is among the most important legislative acts in the 
history of our country in relation to its impact on veteran citizens. After World War 
II it empowered more than eight million veterans to pursue higher education after 
leaving military service. Among these service-members were three U.S. Presidents, 
three Supreme Court justices, 14 Nobel Prize winners, 24 Pulitzer Prize winners, 
91,000 scientists, 67,000 doctors, 450,000 engineers, and countless other members of 
what has been described as the “Greatest Generation.”(2)

Since 2001, more than 2.9 million veterans have entered higher education following 
their service, and are understood to be the most diverse veteran group in our 
history.(3) Most are between the ages of 25 to 34 (43%), and come from a host of 
different backgrounds and cultures(4) with the majority having served in the enlisted 
ranks of the military (82%). Their branch of service vary, from Army (47%), Navy 
(18%), Air Force (21%), Marine Corps (12%), Coast Guard (2%),(4) along with 
others from the National Guard or the Reserves (45%).(5)

Many veterans serving during this period have deployed overseas at some point with 
more than 2.7 million sent to Iraq and Afghanistan since 9/11. Many deployed 
multiple times(6) and averaged spending one out of every three years away from the 
United States.(7)

Today 's  Post-911  Veteran  Persona
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Average Deployment Rate Per Service
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NAVIGATING
THE COLLEGE
TERRAIN

Research demonstrates that, on average, 
veteran students maintain higher GPAs than 
traditional civilian students.(8) Additionally, 
once started in college, veterans are more 
likely to graduate at higher rates compared 
to non-veteran students.(9) The most 
significant challenges faced by veteran 
students today are not related to their ability 
to succeed academically in the classroom, 
but instead, the challenges of social 
integration, cultural fit, acceptance, and 
often the struggle with moral injury.

What  Are  Veterans  and
Campuses  Telling  Us?

Image: Institute for Veterans and
Military Families

For many combat 
veterans returning 
home, the stress 

doesn’t end simply 
because the 

deployment is over. 
Much too often the 

personal and 
psychological battle 
continues and our 
Veterans are often 

the last to seek help. 
Fortunately, God’s 

Word For Warriors is 
here to help.
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Veteran  Student  Psyche

THE REAL
CHALLENGE

Many veterans students feel socially disoriented and disconnected from the campus 
community. It's important to understand the context that a small minority of Americans 
(<2%) have served in uniform since 9/11.(10) Hence, these veteran students become a 
small number of fish in the large sea of higher education. Consequently, when veteran 
students arrive on a college campus they often have difficulty finding others like them 
they can relate to with similar past experiences, which can make it difficult to build 
relationships with classmates and faculty. 

Researchers have noted that student veterans often perceive college professors (63%), 
administrators (63%), and non-veteran students (70%) as having little or no 
understanding of the unique challenges veterans face when making the transition from 
military service to college campus.(11) Dr. Seals has experienced this same feedback in 
his classes since 2016 as noted in his book, God's Word For Warriors. Additional studies 
of faculty members’ perceptions of student veterans also seem to validate this 
perception.(12) 

 

Veteran  Students  and  Moral  Injury

The VA has slowly recognized and published in recent years that religion and 
spirituality are a critical part of moral healing and overall well-being.(13) Like any 
psychological trauma, moral injury is a construct that describes extreme and 
unprecedented life experience, including the harmful aftermath of exposure to such 
events. Events are considered morally injurious if they "transgress deeply held moral 
beliefs and expectations."(14)

In other words, the individual experiences an act of transgression, which shatters their 
moral and ethical expectations, especially those rooted in religious or spiritual beliefs, 
and the value of life.

This internal moral battle can often lead to social isolation and additional downward 
spiral in relationships, academics or worse.
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Spiritual  Healing  Through  Education

OUR SOLUTION

 
The United States Military is the most well-equipped and talented fighting force in the 
world. These brave men and women have provided a blanket of freedom and security 
for our country and other nations of the world. However, this "freedom for all" comes at 
a heavy cost, often resulting in Post-Traumatic Stress, Veteran suicides, broken 
relationships, and divorce.

For those veterans entering a college campus since 9/11, numerous scholarly studies 
along with our independent data-mining of the past three years, reinforces our 
curriculum necessity within the college course listing for veterans.

In his book On Combat, Lt. Colonel Dave Grossman, Chaplain at Charles Wright 
Academy, wrote healing is found in "the power of telling our stories within a trusted 
circle of compatriots."(15) This form of story sharing is a key component of our God's 
Word For Warriors course.

Our curriculum package was designed specifically for the undergraduate and graduate 
college environment. It has also been used outside of the college arena in small-group 
settings sponsored by civic organizations and churches of all faiths.

What makes our program unique is its foundation elements. It is Biblically based, peer 
led, designed for Veteran students only, and strikes at the heart of the spiritual battle all 
of us face. The course material is not just presented, it’s demonstrated. Instructors/
course
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OUR SOLUTION (CONT . )

leaders open the windows into their own lives and experiences with unbridled 
authenticity and honesty, sharing both personal failures and continued victories. 

Military service creates a connective bond and community, a form of brotherhood or 
sisterhood. Our courses have proven time and again this bond is a catalyst to addressing 
the true nature and heart of veteran struggles. According to the National Center for 
PTSD, moral injury is not explicitly addressed in the evidence-based treatments
(EBTs) for PTSD supported by the VA, namely Prolonged Exposure Therapy (PE) and 
Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT). This is due to the fact that existing EBTs were 
primarily developed to target life-threat or danger-based post-traumatic memories and 
beliefs among victims of trauma. Therefore, they are not sufficient for Service-members 
and Veterans who suffer from the moral injuries of war, especially life-taking trauma.
(16)

We are not an organization of clinicians attempting to replace medical or psychological 
needs. We are an organization that believes and has proven that by addressing many of 
the challenges our returning warriors face as they pursue this new life of normalcy 
within the civilian culture, they can and often do reconnect.

We address head-on that the individual must personally examine the spiritual and faith 
component of their life. Each challenge faced can be addressed with a Biblical principle 
or teaching. For example, the course begins with "What do the scriptures say about 
war?" in order to mitigate feelings of guilt and misunderstanding pertaining to Christian 
involvement in matters of warfare.

Our non-clinical, confidential, trust-sharing approach
fosters camaraderie and fellowship. Utilizing peer leadership, students find common 
ground through shared experiences and understanding, allowing a greater potential for 
spiritual growth and reconnection.

The underlying goal: to help each student establish a growing and deepening 
relationship with God and fellow-believers and ultimately bring wholeness of life to each 
-- spiritually, socially and physically.
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Path To Successful Implementation

WHAT 'S YOUR NEXT
STEP?

#1 Review the curriculum and
schedule follow-up discussions
with God's Word For Warriors.

#2 Determine your host
department. We recommend the
course be added within Bible,
Mission, Religion or similar
departments.

#3 Begin and complete your
schools faculty review or
accreditation process.

#4 Order first year curriculum
materials and schedule a faculty
orientation of courseware with
God's Word For Warriors.



"For he will order his
angels to protect you

wherever you go."
Psalms 91:11

GWFW Alumni & The Future

Once an alumni of the course, students continue to be 
connected through follow-ups, 365-day devotionals and 
access to a database of resources for continual growth and 
spiritual development. GWFW will also offer alumni of 
the course the opportunities to become course leaders in 
their communities, sharing their testimony and guiding 
other veterans toward healing.

P A G E   1 0

Word Is Spreading Fast
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