
 

 

 

Current/Upcoming 
Events 

 
GWFW Teacher Training 

Tuesday Nights 
May 19-July 7 @ 6:30 

On-line via Zoom 
 

Due to the current virus 
outbreak many of our 
events have been 
postponed.  We ask that 
you please bear with us 
as we move through 
these challenging days.  If 
you have questions 
concerning events or 
classes, please contact us 
at any time. 
 

GWFW Contact: 
 

Tom Seals 
615-430-3544 
Tom@Godsword-

forwarriors.org   
 

Jim Humphrey 
334-462-8195 

Jim@godsword-
forwarriors.org 

 

 

God’s Word For Warriors 
May 1, 2020 

 
     From time to time you must ask, “Of what value is my donation to GWFW?” 
I wish all our donors had an opportunity to visit one of our veterans’ classes on 
Lipscomb University’s campus or to read one of the several papers they write 
as they navigate the course, papers expressing their real life situations and 
experiences.  I wish to share part of one of these papers with you in this 
newsletter.     

Depression and Suicide 
 

     We must stop treating depression as the ghost in the closet. It continues to be 
something that we know is there, but are afraid to confront.  Every type of 
depression is real.  There isn’t a more real kind of depression than another.  Just 
because we have some guys who go through a situation and come out depressed 
doesn’t mean they are weak or need to suck it up and move on.  Many can’t just 
move on.  We must help them, talk with them, and walk with them down the path 
to recovery…. 
    The common assumption among studies is that those suffering from any kind 
of depression need support from emotionally-attached people.  And there is a 
difference between a non-enabling support, tough, but loving, and a support that 
“understands” while allowing negative behavior to continue…. 
     I am very passionate about this issue because I have lost a lot of friends to 
suicide.  Before and after their time in service.  Actually just a few months ago, a 
buddy shot himself while on a border mission.  Then, 3 months ago, another close 
friend drove his truck off the side of a mountain road, resulting in 2 months in a 
coma and 2 months in recovery.  The police report stated that he was not under 
the influence, yet never hit his brakes.  He said that he didn’t want to live 
anymore. … 
     Depression is a serious issue.  The solution to this issue is caring individuals to 
be there as support.       – Lucas 
 
     I close this article with the opening question which I hope we can answer 
after reading the article, “Of what value is my donation to GWFW?”  - Tom 
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Memorial Gifts: We are so thankful for the memorial donations to GWFW in 
honor of James Franklin Simpson (USMC) who was called home to be with his 
God and Lord, April 12, 2020. James was a veteran serving during the Vietnam 
War. His love for his Lord and Savior and this nation was a life to be emulated 
by all.  His love for the Marine Corps was manifested in his favorite expression: 
“Once a Marine, always a Marine.”  He is sadly missed by his wife, Patricia, and 
children, Kelly and Cicely.  
 

 
Stimulus Funds: I have had several individuals, including myself, ask about the stimulus funds many 
received from the US Government. Many feel uncomfortable about using the funds because they have not 
experienced a loss of income or other financial inconveniences.  I realize that many have been challenged 
financially and the funds will be of needed assistance during this present situation. However, this may not be 
the case for all.  
     For those asking what should I do with these funds, we recommend a donation to a worthy charitable 
organization like God’s Word for Warriors. Regardless of the worthy cause you choose to support, it will be 
a blessing. Some may not be aware, but at this difficult time many charitable organizations are struggling to 
raise funds to conduct their mission. Most nonprofits do not maintain large surplus funds as they are using 
approximately 80% or more for direct support of those they assist. GWFW is no different in this regard. Our 
mission to help veterans recover from the moral and spiritual injuries of combat. The hardships associated 
with military service remains the #1 target for our funds. 
 
Course Leader Training on the Horizon:  As mentioned in the April Newsletter, we have a dire need for 
Course Leaders in the field. We are very excited to offer a Course Leader Training Class beginning on May 
19. The course will be conducted on Tuesday nights for eight weeks, providing each new Course Leader 
with 12-hours of training and support materials. This course will be conducted online via Zoom and host a 
class size of 12.  
     The class is filling up quickly and if you are interested in attending, you can register HERE. There is a 
course fee of $99 which will include a 50 page Course Leader Guide and supporting materials. We are 
looking forward to spending this time together with our newest course leaders. Join us 
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