
 

 

 

Current/Upcoming 
Events 

 
GWFW Classes: 

 
Lipscomb University 

Nashville, TN 
Jan 6 – Apr 29 

 
VFW Post 5109 
Lewisburg, TN 

Mondays 6-7 p.m. 
 

For information on classes 
in your area contact GWFW 

 
 

 
GWFW Contacts: 

 

Tom Seals 
615-966-6642 

Godswordforwarriors1@gmail
.com 

 

Jim Humphrey 
334-462-8195 

jim@godsword-
forwarriors.org 

 
 

 

God’s Word for Warriors 
March 1, 2020 

 

The Cost of Following Jesus 
 

     “As they were going along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.”  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”  But he said to him, “Leave the dead to bury 
their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  Another said, “I 
will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.”  Jesus said to 
him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 9:57-62). 

     What an interesting passage.  Why?  Because, like the men in this situation, I 
too often want to stipulate on my terms what I will do in following Christ.  But, 
the fact is, Christ has to be Lord if I desire to follow him. 
     Many times I find myself worrying about the quality of my faith – is it strong 
enough; am I doing it right; or, am I growing in the faith?  I should not worry 
about his; just obey to the best of my ability and step out in faith.  Be like the 
father with a demon-possessed boy: “I believe; help my unbelief” (Mark 9:24). 
     Yet, I often find it difficult to believe and step out in faith.  I don’t get much 
out of religion anymore; the services are not inspiring; God’s word is difficult 
to comprehend; and, his commands are so stringent.  I am often like Paul: “I do 
what I do not want and leave undone what I would do” (Romans 7:15ff.). 
     Maybe the answer is, as Bonhoeffer states, “Only those who obey believe!”  
If I find faith difficult, maybe I am trying to keep a part of my life to myself.  
Maybe the problem is not religion, but my lack of obedience: “Unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains alone” (John 12:24).  Maybe I am 
not dying to self. 
     The young ruler in Matthew 19:16 has a question for Jesus that is really the 
ultimate, serious question of life: “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  Yet, 
this ruler succeeds in avoiding the question, in that, he feels that Jesus must 
have something deep to say.  He expects a weighty response, which reveals an 
academic concern on his part, not a real, in-depth spiritual quest.  He, as we 
see in the rest of the story, certainly does not expect a directive that would 
make an absolute claim on, or commitment from, him. 
     Too many times we look for the awesome, the fascinating, the heroic, in our 
quest to follow Jesus, when in reality we ought to be striving to obey the 
simple call of discipleship in our daily routine journey in life.  The devil desires 
us to keep on posing problems and questions and thus escape the necessity of 
obedience to what we clearly perceive God wants from us.  He does not want 
our philosophies and theories – he wants us!                                - Tom Seals 
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GWFW Announces New Executive Member 
GOD’S WORD FOR WARRIORS ANNOUNCES SELECTION OF NEW 

VICE PRESIDENT/DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
 

     Nashville, TN (GWFW Press): God’s Word For Warriors, Board of Directors today announced that Jim 
Humphrey will be joining its executive team as the Vice President and Director of Development, effective March 
1, 2020. 
     Jim will bring a wealth of experience as he helps to plot the strategic direction of the organization. Founder 
and Executive Director, Dr. Tom Seals, stated “We are very fortunate to have Jim with us. His experience as a 
career Air Force officer, leader, strategic planner, along with proven business and non-profit savvy will take us 
in exciting new directions.” 
     “Last December, we invited Jim to provide our board of directors with his assessment of the current state of 
the organization and present his recommended vision for the future. To say that we were blown away by his 
thoughts, insight, professionalism and passion is an understatement,” says Dr. Seals. 
     “I’m both excited and honored to have been provided this wonderful opportunity with God’s Word For 
Warriors,” says Jim Humphrey. “I’ve been very impressed by the passion of the organization to assist fellow 
veterans and the tireless drive exhibited by Dr. Tom Seals.” 
 

GWFW Has A New Website 
 

To serve our clientele better, GWFW has moved and renewed our website.  Please log on to the site at: 
 

godsword-forwarriors.org 

 

 
 

Mission Statement of GWFW 
God’s Word For Warriors (GWFW) is a rapidly growing non-profit devoted to serving spiritually wounded and 
emotionally distressed military veterans and their families. Its unique approach, providing peer-based 
discipleship through a series of faith-based courses, programs, and events has proven successful since its 
founding in 2017. God’s Word For Warriors has provided program support across eight states and three 
countries. By partnering with private organizations, colleges, churches and businesses, GWFW continues to 
expand its program to better serve the veteran community. 
 
Lipscomb University and GWFW are committed to serving our veterans in every facet of their lives – 
spiritually, educationally, and career-wise, as they acclimate back into society.  In view of the following 
statistics: 20% of veterans suffer from PTSD; veterans make up 7% of the population, yet account for 20% of 
suicides; 40,000 veterans remain homeless; and, 181,500 veterans are incarcerated, please help us reverse 
these trends.  Donations may be given on-line at godsword-forwarriors.org, or via GWFW at P.O. Box 158752, 
Nashville, TN 37215. 

 


