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The Spiritual Vitality of Freedom

I have walked that long road to freedom. I have tried not to falter; I have made
missteps along the way. But I have discovered the secret that after climbing a
great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb. I have taken a
moment here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that surrounds me, to look
back on the distance I have come. But I can only rest for a moment, for with
freedom come responsibilities, and I dare not linger, for my long walk is not ended
(Nelson Mandela).

In a USA Today article (Dec. 16, 2019) most Americans surveyed (92%)
reported that they believe their rights were under siege.  Their concerns are that
at risk are freedom of speech (48%), right to bear arms (47%),and right to equal
justice (41%).

Thus, many are now thinking that we are in a situation where we are saying
good-bye to the nation and way of life that we have known.  Is this true?  Are the
golden days of America slipping away?  Have the sacrifices and calls to battle
experienced in the past by so many veterans and others been in vain?  Have we
lost any promise and hope for the future?  To those who fear, I say NO!

History is filled with the great truth that the victories that have lived and
survived are the victories of liberators, those who have brought to the world
relief from oppression, relief from the weakness of division, and replaced these
with the strength of freedom.

Force and ill-gained power may keep us down for a while, but a
freedom-loving people will never submit for long to such alien rule.  The instinct
for freedom among people who have once enjoyed it will never give final victory
to those who attempt to build their power and rule on the backs of others.

That same spiritual vitality that is the very foundation of the great liberating
freedom of Christianity will always be victorious over any attempt at robbing a
people of freedom.  No matter how dark the days, or how long, the spirit of
freedom within the hearts and lives of the people will see the day of liberation.
This proved true in the days of the Roman Empire, the power of the Alexanders,
the Napoleons, and the Hitlers.  The people who love freedom will always undo
the victories of those who seek to build their power by oppression.

The USA Today article continued by saying that when you look at the things
Americans truly value, like the core tenets of our Constitution, they really speak
out.  Therefore, I am encouraged in our present climate, encouraged by the fact
that beneath the surface we see the great value that the typical American citizen
continues to treasure and will defend and fight for the things that are
fundamental to our way of life.
– Tom Seals
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We are going virtual: We are happy to announce that beginning May 18th and continuing through August 3rd, GWFW will
offer our twelve-week course “Faith and Transition” designed to assist veterans and their families in returning to
normalcy following military service.  The course is designed to allow veterans to successfully navigate through the
challenges many face in acclimating to a culture that is different in many ways from their experiences in the military.  The
course will meet in a Zoom classroom each Tuesday evening from 6:00 to 7:00 (CST), and will be limited to 12 students.
There is no cost to the enrollees. To enroll: register at https://www.godsword-forwarriors.org//course-registration,
contact us at contactus@godsword-forwarriors.org, or call 615-964-7031.

Celebrate America – Let Freedom Ring: Don’t forget to mark your calendar for our first-ever virtual Gala and Silent
Auction to begin on July 10th, titled, Celebrate America – Let Freedom Ring. You don’t want to miss this star-studded tribute
to military veterans and families. We are blessed to have supporters and special guests like country music legends Larry
Gatlin, Lee Greenwood, Heidi Newfield, and a few surprises. Stay tuned for more information coming soon. Follow us on
Facebook for all the latest @godswordforwarriors.
– Jim Humphrey, VP, Director of Development.

Military Appreciation Month – May: Each year the president makes a proclamation, reminding Americans of the
important role the U.S. Armed Forces have played in the history and development of our country. May has many individual
days marked to note our military's achievements and sacrifice, such as Memorial Day, Military Spouse Appreciation Day,
Armed Forces Day, Loyalty Day, Victory in Europe (VE) Day commemorating the end of WWII in Europe in 1945, and
Children of Fallen Patriots Day.

The month of May will also provide our wonderful supporters the opportunity to proclaim their appreciation in a tangible
and meaningful way that directly impacts a veteran today. We have a goal of securing $5,000 to provide additional courses
throughout the year for our many veterans and families struggling with trauma and moral injury that prohibits them from
acclimating to their community and civilian culture as they leave military service. Please help us by visiting
https://militarythanks.givesmart.com to make your donation or simply text militarythanks to 76278.

May Special Donations: In Memory:

Robert Laurence Binyon wrote: “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the
years condemn.  At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.”  God’s Word for Warriors is
the gracious receiver of donations in memory of two of this nation’s finest men:

LtCol Joe Sharbel (USMC) see: dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/nashville-tn/joseph-shasrpel-101522131
CW5 James Doty (USA) see: dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/nashville-tn/james-doty-10156877

Donations: For GWFW, raising funds to support our ministry is a never-ending process.  One major goal we have is to
consistently display a sense of gratitude to all who support this ministry to veterans.  In addition, we take our
responsibility to oversee such funds very seriously. We have closed out our P.O. Box and now request that all donations be
submitted through on-line giving on our Web Page at www.godsword-forwarriors.org, our Facebook page
@godswordforwarriors, or by U.S. Mail to our office in Nashville. We take this moment to again express our appreciation
to all who partner with us in this ministry.  Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and monetary gifts.
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