
 

 

 

Current/Upcoming 
Events 

 
GWFW Speaking Events 

 

Sept. 8 – Bellevue Church of 
Christ - Nashville, TN 
Sept. 15 – Pegram Church of 
Christ – Nashville, TN 
 

GWFW Classes 
 

Lipscomb University  
Nashville, TN 

Aug 24-Nov 20 
 

GWFW Classes continue to 
open in churches and other 
venues nationwide. Contact 
GWFW for locations. 

 
GWFW Contact: 

P. O. Box 218401 
Nashville, TN 37221 

 

Tom Seals 
615-430-3544 
Tom@Godsword-

forwarriors.org   
 

Jim Humphrey 
334-462-8195 

Jim@godsword-
forwarriors.org 

 

God’s Word for Warriors 
November 1, 2020 

 

Veterans Day – A Time for Gratitude 
 

     Gratitude is an affirmation of goodness that there are good things in the 
world, gifts and benefits we’ve received. In gratitude we recognize that the 
sources of this goodness are outside of ourselves. We acknowledge that others 
have given us many gifts, big and small, to help us achieve much good in our 
lives.  So writes Robert Emmons, a leading expert on gratitude (cf. Why 
Gratitude is Good). 
     As we reflect on this, our memories bring back so many sources of 
gratitude: the grace and love of God; the love and devotion of parents; the 
kindness of friends; the beauty of nature; and, in this context of today’s 
newsletter, the service and sacrifice of this nation’s veterans. 
     And what is so amazing about these sources of gratitude is that many of us 
have done so little to deserve what we have been given so generously. In 
reality, many of us may have contributed to doing or not doing things that 
would justify being stripped of the things we have been given. 
     Sadly, we are now experiencing situations in our great, God-blessed nation 
that tend to devalue the importance of gratitude and the recollection of what 
brought to us tremendous blessings.  There are so many reminders in our 
nation today that are designed to bring our attention to the need for gratitude 
– Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and yes, Veteran’s Day. 
     In the words of James Hankins, “Schools teach, or used to teach, American 
history in order to inculcate patriotism,…Our cities display, or used to display, 
statues of our great leaders to remind us of what we owe them and to 
encourage us to similar virtue” (First Things, “Pietas,” p. 42).  Hankins goes on 
to cite other reminders, such as, public prayers, the Pledge of Allegiance, 
sacred symbols, etc. 
     As we reflect on these thoughts, it must be a corrupt society that allows 
displays of ingratitude for the unearned benefits we have received from the 
sacrifice of others.  How have we allowed the sad and shameful decline of 
gratitude to become displayed by so many within our society today? 
     Let us personally use the upcoming Veteran’s Day as a beginning point in a 
renewed effort to reveal appreciation and gratitude for those who have given 
us so much.  As we voice our gratitude, we must not forget that the highest 
expression of gratitude is not found in words such as “Thank you for your 
service,” but in honoring the nation and its people for whom these veterans 
sacrificed.                                                                                                       –Tom Seals 

Happy Veterans Day – November 11, 2020 
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Letter to the Editor 
 
     Tom: Thank you for the October GWFW Newsletter.  It was very much appreciated and especially the 
reminder of the Lord and the money changers at the temple – very timely….At 9/11 the temple on Wall 
Street was overturned and for three weeks people flocked to churches – and then – feeling safe – many no 
longer spoke to or sought the Lord, feeling their own choices and means were still sound – and would 
prevail…..Now that we have the virus and many of the doors of the churches are closed, as are our 
powers/desires, the voice of the Lord remains distant to a darkened and divided world.  Our nation has 
become empowered by greed, envy, and jealously…..No matter what we achieve in our earthly and 
temporal ways, we will never achieve our desires, many of which are the same that ended access to the 
Garden of Eden. 
     May prayers continue for our nation that the Lord may return and that righteous anger may be victorious 
and maintained (content edited by tls).          
                                                                        – Submitted by Sean Hunter (USCG Veteran; Nashville, TN) 
 
     GWFW Special Fund-Raising Drive Results: Well it’s official. We just completed our 60-day 
fundraising drive with an ambitious goal of $40,000. Although we fell short of our goal, we are thankful for 
the wonderful participation and encouragement we received. We still have some pledges trickling in, but as 
of October 30, we have accumulated $26,735 (67% of our goal). Please continue to share the word of our 
mission and encourage those within your personal and professional network to consider supporting God’s 
Word For Warriors. The war against veteran anxiety, anger, depression and suicide does not end, but 
together we can make a significant impact.  Donations may be sent to: GWFW, P.O. Box 218401, 
Nashville, TN 37221. 
 

Meet Our New Board Member 
 

     Erica Spence has completed a Master of Divinity degree from the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Orlando, Florida and is currently enrolled in the Doctor of 
ministry degree Program. She has a Master of Arts Degree in Health Services 
Management from Webster University, a BSN Degree in Nursing from Ursuline 
College, and various other certifications.  Erica has served as Nurse Administrator 
and Director, Supervisor, Manager and Educator/Facilitator in the United States 
Navy.  Erica is a Navy Nurse Veteran of 20 years and has over 40 years in the 
Healthcare industry.  Today, Erica lends her talents as the CEO for a 501(c)3 
company that she founded to help provide spiritual support education and training 
to Military Veterans/Families recovering from PTSD/TBI.  Her company, Recon to 

Restoration, partners with other organizations to make recovery for veterans a reality.  Erica has authored 
4 books, and conducted numerous speaking/teaching engagements within the United States and foreign 
countries, including India, Mexico, Belize, and Guatemala.   
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